THE 


OF THE DENOMINATION OF 
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years ago Feith youas.a fubjett 

Ai for the Circular Letter expected to be addrefled to you’ 
your laft affociation,—A ‘compliance with your requeft at: 
that’ time became impoffible, by. a circumftance which wee 
| could either forelee of prevent. 
The'difcuffion of this fubject has therefore been 
_. bly poftporied to the prefent meeting. —A fubje& chofensby: 

ourlelves, will no doubt, enfureto us a patient, and candid 


jatrention, while we attempt to’place+it before you, 
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regard to. our own welfarc, will, at leaft, preferve us 


"The of faith, given vs by biblical writers, 

cathy provesto us its extreme importance.— According to them 
itis the criterion by which the fervants of God are diftinguith- 

e4 from the fervants of fin.—Let aman poflefs wealth, ho- 


nour, talents, learning, or even be a ftrict moralift, yet, with- 
out faith it is impoffible for him to pleafe God.—“He that 


believeth end ix baptized, be faved, but he, that believeth 


we do theSeriptura] account of faith to be true, 
can pretend to indierence in 
Some fabjefts offer themfelves as matters of mere {pecula. 
tion, bat this on the contrary, enters into the bufinefs and bo. 
fome-of all, and involves init the dearelt interefts of mankind. 


inattention while we-enquire into the waturc, properties, 

of faith.—May-he that commanded the light to 
dhine out of darknefs, thine into our hearts, to give the light - 
the knowledge of the glory Goll in the 
Chrift,. - 

weprefented by the fame term.—This iscmi- 
mently the cafe in the ule of the term faith. 

- Sometimes it exprefies a habit ; fometimes an aét, and fome- 
“times the ebjeét on which that a& 

_ But without troubling you further with its different accep- 
“tations, or with, the different Species of faith enumerated by 
theological writers, we mean tq keep our attention to that 
Gok its author, and {alvation- for its 

ol Sasing faith be corsels, it 2 cordial be» 
“lak of the recond God hath given of his fou, arifing from a 
at ieimpoffible for him to difbelieve; clear compre- 
and full belicf, if not the. famc areneverthelefs 
connetied.—The word.of God exhibits the truth, 
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ing the heart; it is the child of information, and the parent 
of confidence, for they that Know the name of God will put their 

worth of eternal bleffings, it is: called by the apoftle, 

"A man lag Geith when the wonde of Chait dwell, iu hice 


~~ 


is ___ Tieves them in his heart, and confefies them with his mouths 
when he fays ofthe redeemer, though he flay me, yer will 
i «J ern in him ; I will traft and not be afraid, for the Lord 
Jehovah is, my ftrength and my fong 5 ‘he alfojy become, my 
falvation.—That man is a believer who knows, who eessedise 
4 _ hiseternal concerns, intg the hands of the faviour,—'The lan- 
ag guage of faith’ is this “<I know whom I have believed, 
him againk that day. 


gro from heaven; that its feat is the human. heart ; that its 
chjet is divine teimony, and ite Sem foundation the 
table perfettionas of God; and that wherever it is planted, it 
| grows, it abides, and it purifies the hearts of its {ubjects. 
Without the predifpofing agency of the holy (pirit of God, 
Be the reafoning of Paul, and the elocution of Apollos would be 
exerted in vain. —The apoftle’s effort to make kaown the 
giad tidings of falvation at Philippi was faccefsful, becaufe the 


things that were fpoken of Paul.—To the difciples of Chrit 
was given to know the myfteries of the Kingdom, but-to 

- “When the word of the Lord wanpublithed shrosghoue all 
region of the lefler Afia, the gentiles heard ic, they. glo- 
the word of the Lord; 
lite is by grace, through. faith, 

that not fours, she git of 


richly in alt wifdom and fpiritual underftanding; when he bes 


Lord opened the heart of Lydia, that the attended tothe © . 
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of the will 6 man, nor of wil ofthe 
barofGody 

by the wnderftanding, for faith cometh by hearing, but it fix- 


| is its throne in the heart ; for with the heart’ man believeth _ 


unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confeffion is made to 
falvation.—A «profeffion of faith is ufcefs, unlefs the feelings 
nd fentiments of the heart accord with its di@tates-— When 
the eunuch ‘requefted to be baptized, Philip’s-reply to him was 
believeft with thine heart thou mayeft.” 

~~ Raith Gs converfant, not about the fabrications of men, but 
. ‘the declarations of God.— It is not carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the flight of men, and cunning craftinefs 
whereby they lay in wait to deceive.—A believer will not give 


heed to jewith fables, and commandments of men, that turn 
| from the truth; he receives not the witnefs of men, but the . 
 svitnefs of God which is greater, and when he ipeaks of the © 


things of God’ to his brethren, he declares to them that which 
- ‘was from the ‘beginning, which he has heard, which he has 


feen with his eyes, which he has looked upon, and which his 


‘hands have handled of the word of life. . 


Raith is taught to.rely mot on the limited decaying ftrength 


of men, ‘bur on the infinite, immutable fufficiency of God.— 
The infinite wifdom, the almighty power, the unchanging ve- 


ie sacitysand the fovereign goodnefs and mercy of God are the 


unfhaken pillars, by which the faith and hope of the believer 
are fupported, —Addreffing himfolf to God, he fays, I will not 


trauft in my bow, neither fhall my fword fave me; ‘but thy 


right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance. | 
“The profpe& of afflitions and tribuiations may in an un- 


guarded moment awaken his fears, but faith puts them all to 
“Phe believer fuffers thefe things, neverthelefy fays he, 


 @m not afhamed for ] know in whom] have believed, and anf 
(perfuaded that he will afford me both proteétion and fupport. 
WRaith is not periefted at once, but rifer to maturity by re. 


gilar and perhaps infenfible gradations.—You read of fome 
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3 perfection by imperceptéble degrees.—The graces of the fpirit 


oe 


who in the faith, and of others who were ftrong ia 


faith giving glory to God.— All pretenfions to an inftantanel 
ous tranfition from a fate of darknefs and unbelief to a fate 


of perfeé faith and ‘love, are futile afid vain.—It is juftas ab. 
_ furd to look for an inftantaneous tranfition from the barrennef— 
_ Of winter, to the Iuxuriance of autumn ; or from the weaknefs 


of infancy, to the vigour of manhood. 
The growth of plants and animals is gradual, and they attain 


_ in like manner are 
Gation. 

“The path of the jut is as ‘the thining light, that thin. 
eth more and more unto the perfect day.— The fmalleft degree 


ef faith is infinitely valuable —It is the pledge of greater 


communications ; for he that hath begun the good work will 
carry it on until the day of Jefus Chrift.—God defpifes not 
the day of fmall things, neither ought we todo it. 


“True faith is an abiding principle-—A_ mere profefiion of 
faith may dwindle and come to nothing, but that which is 


trne and genuine remains.—The apoftle ranks it in the lift 


durable graces. —Now, fays he, abideth faith, hope, and 


charity.’’— Believers are kept, by the power of God through 
faith unto falvation.—It is the work hol shai and therefore 


will complete what grace 
To fave from forrows, and trom fins; 
‘The work that wifdom Sones; 


Eternal mercy ne’er forfakes, 


dency and bleffed effeéts upon the foul .of every believer.—It 
worketh by love and purifieth the heart. ay 


By a due attention to its effects, you will perceive its ne- 


ceflity and importance, and be led perhaps to feek, it as filver, 
and to fearch for it as for hid treafure. 


Was faith in Chrift for falvation as to dhe | 


of holinefs, as its enemies reprefent it to be ; was it a pander. 
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to vice, 2 garden rank with the weeds of fin, by which the 


plants of grace were choaked, or entecbled in their growth, 

it would be defervedly rejected by every good man.—On the 

contrary, it will recommend itfelf to the attention of the vir- 

fous, if it be found to have its fruit unto holinefs, and the 
end everlafting life. 

Among the numerous and happy effects of faith, may be 

- diftinguithed the love of God—good will towards men—per- 


feyerence in difhculty—refignation in poverty—patience and 


Sortitude in ficknels and death—and boldaefs in the day of 
judgment. 


Love to God.—To the father, whofe adorable perfeGions 


and eminent glory are revealed to faith by the wonders of 


creation and providence, and more particularly by the word 


of his grace. 
Through faith we underftand that the worlds were framed 


by the word of God, fo that things which are feen, were not 
made of things that do appear.—Thefe works of creation and 
providence, are replete with motives to excite our love and 


attachment to him.+ They fet before us his confummate 


dom, his unlimited power, and unbounded goodnefs.— 
heavens declare his glory, and the firmament fheweth oo 
his handy work.—Day unto day uttereth fpeech, and night 
unto night fheweth knowledge concerning him, 
There is no fpeech or language where their voice is not 
heard :——But faith attains to the true chara¢ter of God, more 
_ eipecially from the records of falvation.—In thefe a profpect 
of the Deity is opened tothe believer, new, grand, wonder- 
ful and affecting, beyond all poflible conception.—Faith be- 
helds an offended God contriving, before all worlds, the plan 


of faving the rebellious fons.of men, fetting up, and in the 
- fulnefs of time fending forth, his only begotten fon into the _— 


world, to be a propitiation for fin; to feck and to fave that 
_ which was lof; to deliver both from the guilt, and from the 

dominionoffin, . 
A believer loves God, becaufe he fo loved the world that 
he gaye his only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth in 
him 
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him fhould not perith, but obtain everlafting life ; and aftonith 
ed with his goodnefs, exclaims with the apoftle, ** Behold 
what manner of love the father hath beftowed upon us, that 
we fhould Ae called the fons of God.” 

To the Son, becaufe bygfaith, a believer knows the grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for 
our fakes he became poor, that we, through his poverty» 
might be made rich. 

Faith beholds his glory as the only begotten of the father, 
fall of grace and truth ; it eyes his humiliation, his advent, 
his aflumption of our nature, his poverty, his wretchednefs, 
his bitter fufferings, his agonizing pains, his crofs, his paf- 
fion, his death; faith contemplates the caufe, the meafure, 
the defign and confequence of his fufferings, and fills the’ 
‘hearts of believers with wonder, love, and praife; they fing 
to him that loved us and wafhed us in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priefts unto God and his Father ; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 

_ The love of Chrift conftrains the believer, and the wonders 
of the crofs all his foul with amaze,— 


Heaven's fovereign bleffings, claftering from the 

Rufh on her in a throng, and clofe her round, 

The prif*ner of amazc! In his bleft life, 

He fees the sath, and in his death the price, 

And in -_ great afcent the proof of immortality. 

YOUNG, 
—Tothe Holy Ghoft, becaufe faith views him as working 
falvation in us, diffufing light through the underftanding, 
fowing and cherifhing the feeds of grace in the heart, till they 
become meet for the mafter’s ufe, blefling all the means of grace, 
and fo making ready a people prepared for the Lord.—Thus 
faith beholding the eminent perfections and wonderful works 
of the adorable Jehovah, never fails to infpire its fayette with 
love to, and delight in him. . 
Faith not only excites love to God, but awakens and che- 

rifhes in the heart good will towards men; not only becaule 


they are the creatures of his power, and the participants of. 
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- to be foundamongft thofe who have believed through grace.— ‘ 


| him, and faid **Oh, this people have finned a great fin, and 


his providentia! goodnels ; but becaufe they are 
his fpecial love, and interefted in his great falvation.— A be- 
liever having tafted that the Lord is gracious, is defirous, as 
much as poffible, to diffufe around him the precious favour.— 
He is merciful, becaufe he has obtained mercy ; he forgives, 
 becaule he is forgiven; loves, becaufe he is loved; having 
felt his own fituation, he commilerates the fituation of others; 
freely he has received, freely he gives.— Becaufe a believer loves 
the head, he will love the members alfo, and by this trait in 
his charafter, he knows that he is paffed from death to life.— 
Helearns to bear contradiction, reproach and perfecution trom 
with patience, and even with pity, becawfe, as a fheep, 
- before her fhearers, is dumb, fo Chrift opened not his mouth ; 
when he was reviled, he reviled not again; when he fuffered, 
he threatened not, but committed himielf to him aes 
righteoully. 
The moft ftriking examples of a difinterefted love, are 


Mofes became advocate for the very people who had infulted 


have made themfelves Gods of gold, yet now, if thou wilt, 
forgive their fin,—and if not, blot me I pray thee from thy | a 
book, which thou haft written.” 
Whatever provocations, reproaches, or perfecutions the 
difciples ot Chrift met with from the world, they ftill péfie- 
_-wered in their labours of love,—They inftruéted the ignorant, 
urged ‘the negligent, warned the incautious; comforted the 
diftreffed, and guided the doubtful ; they wept over the follies, 
and prayed for the welfare ot all.—Paul is an example: Bre- 
thren, my hearts defire and prayer for Ifrael is, that they might — 
be faved.—I have great heavinefs and continual forrow in my . 
heart,’ for I could with myfelf accurfed from Chrift, for my 
brethren, my kinfmen according to the ficfh.—I will gladly 
Spendand be fpent for you; though the moreabundantly Ilove 
you, thedefs I be loved.—The memoirs of the lives and la- 
bours of Elliott, Brainard, Howard, the Miffionaries, and 
others, mosemodern inflances of faith working by love. 
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the believer into a fort of immediate pofieflion of them, faith 


By evidencing the reality of difiant snd by 


enables him to perfevere through evil and good report, through 
difficulties and dangers of every kind, de. 
termined courage and heroic refolution, . 


There are innumerable inftances ‘of ten, who, through 


faith , have fubdued-kingdoms, wrought righteoufnefs, obtained 
promifes, flopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence 


of fire, efcaped the edge. of the fword, out of weaknefs have 
been made ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens; others have been tortured, not ac-) 


cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better redurrece. 
tion.— And others had trial of cruel mockings and fcourgings, 
yea, moreover of bonds and imprifonments.—T hey were ftoned, 
they were fawn afunder, were tempted, were flain with the. 
{word, they wandered about in theep tkins and goat tkips ; 
being deftitute, afflicted, tormented,—Of whom the world was 
not worthy, they wandered in deferts, and in mote, and 
in caves of the earth, - - 


and ke that had received the promifes offered up his only be- 
gottenfon. 

By faith, Mofes, when he was come to pease, refufed to 
be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter, choofing rather to 
fuffer affliétion with the pedple of God, than enjoy the plea- 
fures of fin for a feafon,—Time would fail to tell of Aaron, 


Eli, Samuel, David, Job, and others, who having obtained — 


a good report through faith, received not the promife, but 
lived and died in the faith and hope of it. _ 
Faith, by enabling the believer to rely on the wifdom, 


power, goodnefs, and mercy of God, prepares him for the. 


day of adverfity, and keeps him from defponding, when out- 
ward comforts are withdrawn.—Deftitute of provifions, of 
_ money, and of friends, a believer. is preferved from finking 


in defpair.—Embaldened by faith) he fays with the prophet 
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be mn vine, the labour of the Olive fhall fail, and the 


fields yield no meat, .the flocks fhall be cut off from the foldy 
and there fhall be no herd in the ftalls, yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, Twill joy inthe God of my falvation. _ 

‘By faith the fick and dying have been eminently Ricca 
comforted.— They have felt the precurfors'of mortality wi th 
humble fubmiffion and holy confidence.—In fharpeft pains and 
moft excrutiating tortures, they have counted their afiictions 


Fight arid ‘momentary, and like the apoftle, have: confidercd 


painfal difpenfations as working for them a far more exceeding 


and an eternal weight of glory.— When their natura! ftrength 
and fpirits have failed, faith has often helped them individually 
_ to fing “my fich and my, heart faileth; but God is the 


ftrength of my heart and my portion for ever.’’— Behold 
God is my falvation; I will tru and not be afraid ; 
forthe Lord Jchovah is my ftrength, and my fong ; he alfo is 
become my falvation.— Yea, though I walk through the val- 
Tey of the thadow of death, I will fear noevil, for thou art 
with me, thy rod ag@thy ftaff, they fhall comfost me. 


'-« Terrible as the day of judgment may be in itfelf}and deftruc- 


tive t the infidel; yer he that believeth can look to it without 
emotion, except that of gratitude to him that always caufeth 


him to#triumph in Chrift. 
‘Let the day of God come like a thief i in the biehe, let the 


heavens pafs.away with a great noe, and the elements melt 


with fervent heat; Jet the earth alfo and the works that are 


therein be burnt up; and univerfal nature be diffolved ; a be- 
liever, accotding to the promife of God, on which he has 
relied, looks for a new heaven and new earth, wherein dwel_ 
leth tighteoufnefs. «While the finner is petrified by fear, and 
overwhelmed with fhame and difgrace, he expects and liftens 
to that voice which will fay to him ‘* Well done good and 


faithfat fervant, ‘enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


“Sach is the nature and fych are the effects of faith on the 
fon of God, from which we may eftimate its value and im- — 
portance.—It is a living principle of virtue; oo is unto 


holinefs, and its 
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_ How Vain are the preténfions of thofe who fay they have 
faith, and yet live in fin.—As-the body without the {pirit is 
dead, fo faith without works is dead alfo.—It tomes by hear- 
ing, let us be diligent, in improving the ‘means of inf*rvétion, 
 andearneft in our requefts, that God would plaht this grace 
es it is not, and encreafe it where it is. 
. Now. may the God of peace, that brought again Wome the 
. al our Lord Jefus, that great thepherd of the fheep, through 


the of the everlafting covenant, make you perfe@ in 


every goad work to do his wili, working.in you that which 
is pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Chritt ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


“BREVIATES. 


Wednefday,. Jyne 4, met at 2 o’clock.—Brother’ Walton 
opened: the fervice by fingifg and prayer,—Brother Little-. 
wood preached from Jer. 23. 24.+Brother Shuttleworth 
concluded!by prayer, | 

- Mét again at 6 in the evening.— Brother Dickenfon was chefen 

_ Moderator.—-After finging and prayer, Brother Littlewood 
read the-circular letter, which was approved andordered 
to be printed.—The letters from the churches were. then 
read, and the meetin? Glofed by prayer. . 5 

Thurfday the sth, met again'at 10 o’clock.  Brothér Hirt 
opened the fervice by finging and prayer, and then preached 
from Rom. 13. 11. and Brother Fawcett from Heb, 2. 3. 
Brother Hide clofed the fervices by prayer, 

In the affociated «churches the laft year, there were 


Baptized 32 Dead 13 
| te Withdrawn 1 
10. 


Many churches not having fent letanes, the exad es of the 


could not be afcertained, 
2 7 Brother 


| 


5 
\ % 
™ 
st 
F 
% 
4° 
; 
t= 
> 
= 
oi 
t 
3 
> 
ta 
> 
| 
| | , 
at 
f 
<a 
« 
j 
4 


to draw up the on Chriftian 

fas ibeience; or the Nature, Ufe, and End of the Moral Law.’’ 
| The next affociation to be held at Manchefter, on the Wed. 
nefday and Thurfday in Whitfun Week, 180:.—Brothers - 
Hartley, Hiri and Fawcett, fen, are requefted to preach; 
or in_cafe of failure, Brothers Dickenfon, Filing: and. 


Pat ‘up at the Bridgewater Arms. 


ASSOCIATION HYMN... 
Metre. 
-Before th’ eternal ‘three; “an 
And humbly’ proftrate at thy gfeet, 
. "To feek fupplies from thee. 


2. In Bonds of friendfhip we anite, 
in thy worfhip join: ak 
“'To praife thy name, O God of might, 
Shall be our great defign. 
3. Amidft thy churches Lord bin 7 
Grant us thy fmiling face; 
this a feaft of cheer, 
_Ané@ diefs us with thy grace. 


4. Affft thy fervants, now, we 
« Who here fhall {peak thy w 
Nor. let us hear in vain to day, 

Who wait upon the Lord. 


5 Let like morning dews difti, 
And fill each hungry breatt ; | 

Revive each foul, incline each will, 

And make us truly bieft. 

6. From day to day let converts rife, 
And to thy churchescome: | 

From fea to fea make finners wife, 
To efcape their dreadful doom. 


Lord,.from.fin reclaim, 


Let ts truft in thy name, 
humbly fing thy 


And 
TFobn Welton, Sutton. 
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_ An Extra& from an account of the late Revivals of Religion, 
‘mong the and Bartists, 


«IM A LETTER 


Brom the Rev. Caleb Blood, Baptift Minitter of Shaftelbury, in the 


|g State of Vermont, who gives tlie following particulars of the) tefor~ 
ens mation in that town, 
I am fenfible that am * too great a degree of animatio 
even chriftians too often exaggerate their accounts of revivals 
_. religion, But I will a fimple, but fhort narrative of 
| 


the late wonderful work of God in this places, 


In the month of April lait, there appeared nothing among _ 


_ this people but the moft rapid increafe of every fpecies of vice 
and immorality; and even profeffors had grown cold as to 
religious exercifes. 


Towards the laft of that month, it pleafed God to vifit my 


eh poor foul with fome fenfe of my own vilenefs and fhort comings, 


and how little I had done for God and the good of fouls. Ac 
this time I think I had a glimpfe of the infinite character of 
Jehovah, which made me fhrink into nothing in my own 
efteem ; then, to my aftonifhment, my foul was ftrangely drawn 
forth, at particular times, in fecret prayer, for the alvation 
of finners. Repeated exercifes of this kind gave me a ftron 
confidence, that the Lord would foon work falvation in this 
place. There were, however, no favourable {ymptoms among 
the people until the month of July ; then a young woman, who 
had converted fome years before, was ftirred upto propofe 
herfelf for baptifm. Her converfation was made the mean of 
the awakening of a number of young people. Thus the work 
began. In p Brey four perions more were baptized. In 
September, I baptized feventeen, Many were awakened by 
the folemnity of this ordinance. (Indeed I think there. was 
no one mean more bleffed for the conviction of finners, through 
the whole courfe of this work. than the adminifiration of 
bapti{m.) But to return; we as yet held our church conferen- 
ces, to hear the relations. of candidates, but once a month, 
At the clofe of Oftober, we were obliged to attend two days, 
and then were not able to hear all that wifhed to relate, The 
‘next Lord’s day there was a fevere ftorm ; baptifm was omit- 
ted: the church attended two days of that week alfo, to hear 


the young converts declare what the.Lord had done for them, - 
I was then under the neceflity tocall for affiftance in adminifter- _ 


ing baptifm. Accordingly, brother Samuel Rogers moto 


SA” 
i: 
t 
¥ 
4 
3 
* 
| 4 
« 
it 
f 
4 
4 
/ 
i. 
yy 
| 
>. 


the next fabbath, and we baptized forty.fix that day,, We 
then found it neceflary to hold our church conferences to hear 
relations once acweck. ‘The next fabbath J baptize! twenty. 
one; the next fixtcen ; the next thirteem; the next nine ; and 
there have been but few weeks fince, that 1 have not been’ 

called-to the precious work of baptizing. “Zion’s Sates wore 


_ then truly thronged with converts ! 


The whole number added to this church, fiace laft May, is. 
2763 25 by ‘etter and other ways; andisoby baptifm. QOyr 
whole number.is) 346. Many of this nunsber are- removed. 
into different parts of the country ; there are, however, nearly 
990 that live in this vicinity, the ees of them not more 
than fix milts from our mecting-houles 

There have been-alfo 70 added to the weft church in this 
‘town fince the work began; and 13 the caf church. 

As the principal uncaus by which this work has beencarried 
on, I mutt fay, that no one’s little. or great preaching can 
puftly lay any claim+o the honours of Several brethren 
the minitry have vifited us in the time, andall of them were 
bieffed in their labours, A brother ‘Faves, from Exgland, was 
an inftrument of awakéning fome. 

Ihave been filled with wonder and aftonifhment to fee how 
the Lord has been pleafed to fucceed fome of almoft al! the 
that has in this town ‘fice [ have beef here. 

ven when I mourned, and thought I had laboured in vain, and 
that my preaching was as water fplit upon arock ; the Lord has 
now made it maniteft that he defigned it forth¢ good offouls. © 
my brother, let us never be difcouraged ; we cannot always tell 
when our labours are bleffled. I cannot fay how many, but the 
Lord has made my poor weak efforts the means of awakening a 
confiderable number. But the greateft part of the people have 
been awakened by attending the folemnity ‘of baptifin, and by 
convériation.one with another.—Indeed, the moft that I can 
fay is, It 1s the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. , 

There has not, in years paft, been the moft cordial fellow - 
fhip between the three baptift churches in Shafte/oury; but the 
Lord has now effeéted a happy union between us. On the latt 
Lord’s day in wé all met atone communion table. 
‘That happy day my foul had defired for years. ‘Nothing but 
€xperience could have made me believe it*poflible, that I could 
have felt fo much folid dehght, anticipated fo much trouble, 
and rejoiced'with fomuch trembling, at one.and the fame time. 
That day I truf will never be forgotten by me. | 
» The ‘north part ot Bennington, which lies fouth of us, has 
fhared confiderably in this grace, feveral trom thence have joined 
the churches in this town, and fome few mémbers from the 
- town north of us ; but the greateft part that havebeen wrought 
upon are within this town, which is ix miles fquare, : 


~ 
. 


a. 
4 
Pe y 
>. 
- 
4g 
| 
4 
‘ 
‘ 
4 
ra 
‘ake 
9 
4 
j 
¢ 
‘ 
y - 
wr 
‘ 
A ‘ 


fn about two months after the work bega@my the whole town 
fecmed to be) affetted. Conterence meetings were attended 
two or three times in a week in almoft every neighbourhood ; 
znd it was furprifingto me, that fearcely a fingle inftance ap. 


3 cores of any ovgt heated zeal, omflight of paffion! Both 


nners under conviction, and thofe mewly brought into thé 
liberty of the gofpel, conyeffed in their meetings with thie 
greateft freedom; they fpeak one at a time a few»words, in 


the moft folemn manner I ever heard people in my life. And 


in general they fpeak fo low, that their aflemblies muft be per- 


Ril, or they could nct hear them: yet a remarkable 


power attended their converfation. Sinners would tremble as 

though they felt themfelyes in the immediate preience of the 

great Jehovah. 
Some of all ranks and charaéters amoneft us-have heen taken ; 


from the moft refpeétable members of fociety to the witeft in 


the place,’ Some of our mf noted Deif's have bowed the knee 
to King Jefus. And a sumber of Univerfalifts have embraced 
the truth, i 

the reviyal four years ago laf fammer, we then received 
ten children into the ‘church, aged from dine to thirteen years, 
with a number of young people ; all of them remain in good 
ftanding with us, and are now able ro belp others; excepting 
one, Whay I truit, is gone tothe churchtrimmphant, In this: 


‘revivakwe have received fixteen, whofe ages are fiom mize to 
fifteen years.| From nioe, I have baptized fome of almoit 


every age up to feventy. 
We have now upwards of one hundred unmarried perfons in 


this church. (There are alfoa large number of youths, who 


have joined the other churches*in this town. O my God! 
keep them in the love of the truth! Viy very foul trembies 
when I think of them. |Thére is not a fufiicient nunibér of 
young people now feft in the town (who can unite) to carry 
on their merry meetings. . Every company of themis broken up. _ 

I lately“enjoyed the happineis of having upwards of feventy 
youths and children, that were profeflors, to vifit and holda 
conference at my houfe in one evening. . You may guefs, but 
it would be dificult to tell, with what a mixture of joy and 


trembling I was then filled. 


. The feverett cold, {now and ice, we have had this tedious 
winter, I have not heard once mentioned as any terror to the 
moft delicate ladies, youngeor old, we have in the place; but 
they have chearfully followed their Divine Redeemer to the 
liquid grave, without the leaft intimidation, ' 

As to myfelf, I think if‘ever 1 knew what it was to have . 


extraordinary ftrength, it has been within a few moaths paft. 


My lungs, which I had thought were on the decay, now feemed 


to renew their youth, Preaching three and four times a week, » 


befides 
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3 together, feemed very little, if any, to exhauit 
firength, think, of all.men in the world, | have 
a _ caule to "be humble befor@#God, for his abundant 
beftowed upon amoft unworthy 
When 1 think my weaknefs and in and 
great number of young, inexperienced ¢ 
charge, «my heart finks wuhin me ; and J am-ready with, 
‘they had more able and pious to beiore,the 
Bue all the hope J hawe is, th e who leadeth joleph * 
a flock will gather the lembs in his arms, and lead 

into the flowery fields of ‘goipel truth, apd befid 

of etesnal life: .° - 
anticipate fo trouble, that it quite 

my fpirits, and drowns my I think it bedi to 

| whey I.can, and Jet to-morrow take thought for ite 
ever, avery interefting. crifis-with us; are, 
and make a right improyeme j the mercies 
Beltowed upon us, We.may Continue people: af. 
not, a feries of trouble and forrow. us. brother, 
pray for us that we may be kept inthe love of the = > that, 


8. 


the God of love and peace may ever dweil with us. 
4 


“The -cOntdining the” whole’ account of the, | 
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